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to a question of privilege in regard to a para-
graph in the New York Tribune of the day
before which described the numerous petitions
recently received from ex-soldiers as all alike
and suggested that he was the author of them.
Viewing the item as a reflection upon his char-
acter "as a Eepresentative of the people",
Weaver declared that he was not the author
and was not "the exclusive medium of their
presentation to the House .... I hurl
back the imputation as a slander by this "Wall
street journal upon myself and the brave men
who have petitioned for equal rights with the
holders of Government bonds." In conclusion
he remarked that "at the death of Horace
Greeley the New York Tribune lost its reputa-
tion both for honesty and intelligence.''

About a month later Congressman James W.
Singleton of Illinois presented a petition from
five hundred officers, soldiers, and sailors from
Greene County, Illinois, asking for the passage
of the Weaver Soldier Bill. The petition con-
tained resolutions, adopted at a mass-meeting
held in the county, requesting their "Senators
and Representatives in Congress (without re-
gard to political parties) to support this most
just and righteous measure", and urging organ-
ization "all over the nation" and the keeping
of a record of the action of members of Con-
gress as to their attitude toward the measure.